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SESSION 4: “FEED MY SHEEP”

Day 2: Batting Average
A good batting average in baseball is a hit three out of ten, but in most walks of life this average would be utter failure. I’m painfully aware that, as a priest, I’m not always the best example of faithful living. I try, but I fail much more often as I succeed.  But I take some measure of hope in knowing the disciples weren’t the best examples either. Just read the stories in which they play prominent roles! Now, I’m not saying that the disciples’ example gives me a free pass. It’s not about them; it’s all about Jesus. They mess up, they misunderstand, but Jesus stays in relationship with them. As we have seen this week, Jesus even repairs his relationship with Simon Peter after this most adamant follower denies him three times.

Jesus has invested way too much time and energy in you and me to give up now. Indeed, his resurrection shows us that he’ll never give up on us, even after we die. Everyday, he invites us into a deeper relationship with him, and, more often than not, we ignore the invitation. We prefer to stay in the shallow end, where our feet can touch the bottom.

But there are those days — few and far between — that you and I acknowledge our apathy and ask God to help us float into the deeper waters. And we find the courage to accept the invitation. Our apathy and forgetfulness stem from our grasping, prideful illusion that we need not rely on God. Perhaps, deep down, we don’t really believe that God will claim us if we’re weak or poor or broken. But that’s not how God operates. Nothing you or I do will elevate us past weakness or paucity or brokenness. Only when we allow God to hold us in the palm of God’s hand can we find strength. Only when we take part in the relationship into which Jesus calls us can we find abundance. Only when we let go the illusion can we see the reality of God making me whole.

The disciples, you, and I aren’t going to get it right most of the time. But our batting average isn’t the deciding factor. We could strike out all game, and still, Jesus would want us on the team.
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