[image: ] SESSION 2: “GO AND WASH”

Day 1: Seeking Christ
As we saw yesterday, Jesus invites the man born blind to participate in Jesus’ identity by living into his own identity. He has been pigeon-holed his whole life as the blind man, so much so that I bet he’s convinced that his entire identity is wrapped up in his blindness. But Jesus heals him of this notion. By giving him sight, Jesus shows the man how much more there is of himself than his physical challenge. He was a whole person when he was blind, but others failed to see that. After his encounter with Jesus, the man finds the confidence to confirm his entire identity – his identity built on Jesus’ identity – whether others acknowledged this claim or not. It is this confidence that Jesus grants him along with his sight that spurs the man to proclaim an identity built not on his blindness, by which others had imprisoned him, but on his whole personhood, of which his blindness was only a piece.

We all suffer from blindness when we incarcerate the people around us in prisons built by our own self-involvement. Each of us—from the cashier at the grocery store to the person in the next pew—is capable of saying “I am.” Each of us is a whole person, and Jesus heals us in order to give us the ability to realize that overriding truth in others. This week, I invite you to attempt to notice Jesus’ identity peaking out of the lives of the people you meet – both those you see everyday and those you meet only in passing. Seeking Christ in others is easier said than done, but even the attempt has the ability to change our lives (and theirs) for the better.
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