[image: ]SESSION 1: “GET UP AND WALK”

Day 3: The Worst Way to Read the Bible
After healing the man at the pool, Jesus verbally spars with the Jewish leaders. Near the end of their conversation he says, “Examine the scriptures, since you think that in them you have eternal life. They also testify about me, yet you don’t want to come to me so that you can have life” (5:39-40). This is both an invitation and an indictment, and with these words Jesus continues the theme of the paralysis of complacency. This time the paralysis happens when reading the Bible.

The worst way to read the scriptures is to think we already know what they say. If we’re unwilling to be surprised by the words of the Bible, we’ll never be in a position to encounter God through scripture. Surprise is a wonderful byproduct of God continuing to create, and the Holy Spirit continuing to blow where it chooses through our lives. Surprise remains a part of our lives as long as we remember that we will never figure everything out. Thus, surprise is a consequence of humility. And humility is the awe experienced when we realize that all we are and all we have comes from a God. Reading the Bible with humility promises surprise because humility removes any notion of what we think the Bible should say.

Jesus criticizes his opponents for their apparent inability to be surprised by the scriptures. He says the scriptures testify about him, but the Jewish leaders miss this testimony because they’re unwilling to examine the scriptures in any manner than the way they’ve always done. Thus they disrespect the scriptures in the most complete way possible: by thinking the Bible has nothing more to say.

But God always has more to say because God continues speaking creation into being. The Word continues bringing life into the world. And the Spirit continues breathing the love and the grace of God into each living thing. With this everlasting divine engagement with creation, can you imagine a day going by without the possibility of surprise? When we read scripture, we must remember that we will, in fact, be able to find what we are looking for—but then we might miss what’s looking for us.
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