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SESSION 3: “I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD”

Day 4: Ignatian Meditation – The Interview (part 1)

For today and tomorrow, the daily email presents a pair of installments of my own Ignatian contrast between the two viewpoints expressed in these verses:

There was another division among the Jews because of Jesus’ words. Many of them said, “He has a demon and has lost his mind. Why listen to him?” Others said, “These aren’t the words of someone who has a demon. Can a demon heal the eyes of people who are blind?” (John 10:19-21)

Imagine with me today an interview with someone thinking Jesus has a demon and tomorrow someone who doesn’t.

Q:	So this Jesus, does he have a demon or not?

A: 	Of course he has a demon. Have you heard him speak? He just goes ‘round in circles about taking his own life and bringing it back. I’ve heard him call himself bread and light. What does that even mean? And now he’s a shepherd, too? There is clearly something wrong in his mind. It must be a demon. What other possibility is there?

Q:	You must have been following him quite a while if you remember his speech about bread. Wasn’t that last year?

A:	It’s like when you see a cart overturned in the marketplace, with the beasts pulling it all tangled up in their leads, good everywhere, perhaps someone trapped. You can’t tear your eyes away. This Jesus fascinates me in that way. I can’t wait to see what he’ll do next. He’s the best entertainment we’ve had in these parts for years.

Q:	Entertainment? You find demonic possession entertaining?

A:	Now I didn’t say that exactly. Of course, if he is possessed then he should be pitied. But until I know for sure, I’m going to keep listening to the ludicrous things he says. I can’t get enough of them.

Q:	Sounds like you’ve been hanging on his every word for a good while now.

A:	I have. But honestly it’s just a bit of fun. He’s possessed, remember? I can just dismiss everything he says anyway. It’s a lark, that’s all.

Q:	No need to get defensive. I’m just trying to point out the obvious.

A:	And what is that?

Q:	You’ve been following him for more than a year, yet you haven’t let yourself be “taken in” as you might say. Are you sure there’s nothing more to it?

A:	No, I tell you. He has a demon. He must have. If he doesn’t, then I…

Q:	 Then you what?

A:	Then I might just have to start believing.

(…to be continued.)
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