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Day2: Healing and Relationship
If you did the Unusual Healings module, you might have noticed I skipped one healing story. Since it’s at the end of the chapter we looked at this week, it seemed appropriate to place here, no less because it also comments on belief and relationships. Please read John 4:46-54 before reading the following.

A long day’s journey from Capernaum to Cana, a possibly fruitless search for Jesus, convincing Jesus to come down, a long day’s journey back. Would the official see his son alive again? What if the child died without his father to hold him in his last moments? So many unanswered questions. The official drops to his knees and begs Jesus to come down and heal his son who is at the point of death.

Jesus’ first response seems cold, accusatory: “Unless you see miraculous signs and wonders, you won’t believe.” But Jesus isn’t speaking directly to the father (those are both plural “you”). The father is undeterred: he repeats, “Lord! Come before my son dies.” And then Jesus speaks to him personally: “Go home. Your son alive.” The official “believed the word that Jesus spoke to him,” and he starts back to Capernaum. His servants meet him halfway and give him the good news that his son is recovering. And then the narrator adds a curious verse about the official himself believing. Wait a second—he believes when Jesus tells him to go. Why this second iteration of belief?

Belief is not a static thing. Belief is a relationship between God and believer; trust, faith, hope, and love all play parts in this relationship. In moments when belief is haggard, hope may take center stage, sustaining us through times when God seems far away. Psalms of lament often have verses expressing the desire to praise God in the future but acknowledging that praise isn’t possible quite in the present. In moments when belief is strong, trust may come to the forefront, assuring us that God is true and constant. The same psalms of lament often have verses recognizing the steadfastness of God. This steadfastness is God’s faithfulness to us, which provides a foundation for our own faith. And the bond God creates between God and the believer is love, from which we can never be separated. 

This bond enables the relationship of belief, which grows and changes and transforms upon the foundation of God’s faith. As we grow, our belief grows with us. Some seasons see little rain, so belief stagnates. In others, belief takes root in the fertile ground and flourishes. Through all the changes and chances of life, however, the relationship with God continues, for God never breaks a bond of love. When the official believes twice, he lives into the reality that belief is an evolving force in our lives.
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