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Day 2: The Most Famous Verse
At the session, we only read through 3:10, so I invite you to check out 11-21 today and then read the following about the most famous verse in the Bible – John 3:16. “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won’t perish but will have eternal life.”

This verse has been excised so thoroughly from its context in the Gospel that I am surprised by its presence each and every time I read John 3. I read four or five words into the verse and realize I’ve heard and seen it before. Where? The Internet, television, signs at baseball games, billboards, bumper stickers, T-shirts, the half-forgotten memory of Vacation Bible School. Then I think: I know this one. And my mind skips down to verse 17, unconsciously preserving 3:16 in its own blister packaging. I’d wager the same thing happens to you.

What I fail to realize is that all I really know is where to find the verse. “JOHN 3:16” has become branded—like the Nike Swoosh. It’s the member of the boy band who went solo. The citation appears apart from the actual words more often than not, and it might conjure up the first few words in our minds. So when we see the verse in the text, our minds supply something like “God so loved the blah blah blah.” There’s no encounter because we completely skip it, like changing radio stations when that pop song from the Top 40 comes on again.

How do we encounter afresh this wonderfully beautiful verse about the love of God? How do we reconnect it in our minds to the rest of our unusual Gospel?

First things first: we need to put 3:16 back in context. The best way to do this is to copy the entirety of John 3 from an Internet site into a word processor and then remove the indentations and especially the verse numbers. Now read it through until your mind connects that fact that verse 15 talks about eternal life and verse 17 talks about sending the Son into the world. Verse 16 fits! And it fits so well that we can’t understand verse 16 without the context of the two verses around it, the rest of the chapter, and the rest of the Gospel.

Now that we’ve put it back in context, we need to reacquaint ourselves with the actual words of the verse. Read the verse aloud a dozen times, each time emphasizing a different word. GOD so loved… God so LOVED… God so loved the WORLD… For God so loved the world that he GAVE… Let each word impact you. Notice for perhaps the first time that the Son is a gift! See that God gave the Son because God loved the whole world. What does this gift mean to you?
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