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Day 1: The Eternal Tense
When Jesus says, “Before Abraham was, I am,” he uses our language to express the eternal nature of God. He does not say, I was before Abraham was, which is the grammatically correct way to articulate the thought. Instead, his  “I am,” while functioning in our world as a present tense construction, is really a representation of the eternal tense. In eternity, I AM is the only sentence that makes any sense at all. In other words, eternity happens. It didn’t start and it won’t stop because the notions of beginning and ending are thoroughly temporal. And eternity happens because God is – full stop. Not God is powerful or God is good. Just God is.

It’s a common problem, but we run into trouble when we expect God to exist in the same way we do. Our minutes tick by one after another. For every one of our actions there is an equal and opposite reaction. Objects fall at a rate of 9.8 m/s2. But those are our minutes, our reactions, our gravity, and they all rely on linear experience. When Jesus says, “I AM,” he reminds us that God created linear experience, and thus is not beholden to it.

When we stumble into God’s presence, we encounter eternity making utter nonsense of time. Time ceases to matter because eternity overrides the rules of linear experience. That’s why it’s so hard to say how long we feel the presence of God. We feel that presence in moments, not minutes. When Jesus says, “Before Abraham was, I am,” he pushes us to relinquish our need to order events when God is concerned. God exists in eternity, which just happens, and a piece of each of us – the spark that recognizes God – exists there, too.

This week, I invite you to ask God to grant you a moment in God’s eternal present. To prepare yourself for such a moment, practice noticing all of the small and large ways God is moving in the world and in your life. Don’t be discouraged if you don’t have a moment during this week. Keep practicing God’s presence for its own sake and one day you’ll realize how often you’ve stumbled into God’s presence without knowing it.
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