[image: ]

Day 1: Putting Down the Jar
“The woman put down her water jar and went into the city.” I love this unusual detail of the story. The accounts of the Gospel are short and compact, so whenever you notice a seemingly insignificant detail like this one take note of it, and ask yourself, “Why did John use some of his precious word count on this?”

In the case of the woman putting down her water jar, we need to delve into the multiple levels of the story. (Remember, our unusual Gospel is always operating on multiple levels). On the surface, she puts down her water jar so she can dash into town faster than if she were encumbered. She’s so excited to tell people about this strange man she’s found that she wants to move as quickly as possible. 

On the deeper level, her putting down the water jar shows the woman has understood more of Jesus’ words than she seems to have. Jesus didn’t need a bucket to get the living water, so she doesn’t need a water jar to carry it. The living water – that is, eternal life – is inside her, bubbling, springing, gushing up within. The water jar is superfluous: the woman herself is the vessel Jesus fills. I doubt the woman would have been able to articulate this reason for leaving her water jar, but the detail tells us that Jesus has, somehow, gotten through to her. That she becomes an immediate evangelist is further evidence.

This week, I invite you to reflect on the following questions, keeping in mind this detail about the water jar. What in your life is like this water jar? What is something you think you need to store the gifts God gives you, but is, in the end, an encumbrance? As you ponder these, add one more: how does it feel to know you are a vessel for holding Christ’s living water?
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