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The Path You
Didn’'t Choose

' FOCUS VERSE ,5?\/;;

“For no word from | /'/, I\E\
God will ever fail.”
Luke 1:37 I
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MOMENTS WITH*M ARY

But Mary treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart.
Luke 2:19

The evening dir in Nazareth carried the smell of warm wheat bread and
crushed olives. | had just finished grinding grain beside my mother and
sweeping the packed dirt floor of our small home. Outside, children’s laughter
drifted through the narrow streets while the voices of women greeting one
dnother in the streets could be heard.

Life here is quiet and predictable. Every girl expects the same path—
marridge, children, dnd faithfulness to the God of our fathers and mothers.
Joseph and | dre betrothed. Soon, he was to bring me to the home he is
preparing for us. Or so | thought.

Tonight | was praying beside the small oil lamp in the corner of our house
when the room suddenly filled with light. My hedrt raced as a messenger of
the Lord, a real angel, stood before me. He was magnificent. He was strong,
powerful, full of light, and radiating the glory of heaven.

I was afraid at first, but the angel, named Gabriel, told me not to be
afraid because God had found favor with me. Favor? How could I be favored
by God? I'm not anyone important. God knew me? Here in our little village of
Nazdreth?

I can barely find the words to explain what happened. Gabriel said that
I was to conceive and give birth to a son. My mind struggled to understand.

| was a virgin dand had not yet been with JOSBPI'\. Yet the omgel sdid the Holg
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spirit would overshadow me dnd that this miraculous child would be called
the son of the Most High. A life placed inside me by God Himself. Could this

really be? The Messiah? The Promised One our people have been waiting for?

The One who will right all wrongs and bring us freedom? I was overjoyed and
terrified. Why me? What will people say? What will Joseph think when he
hears that | am with child?

My heart trembled between fear and faith. The angel left, but God's
pedce remadined with me. The words of the prophet steadied my spirit.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither dre your ways My ways,”
declares the Lorp.

Isaiah 55:8

I did not choose this path. But if the Lord has chosen me to carry His
promise, then He will give me the strength to carry what comes with it. So
tonight I whispered the only words I could say:

“I'am the Lord's servant. . ..

May your word to me be fulfilled.”

Week1 21
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DAY 1: JUST ANOTHER TUESDAY
UNTIL GOD SHOWS UP

Focus Verse
“For no word from God will ever fail.”
Luke 1:37

I'matroll. Legitimately. I grew up under the bridge. If you're from Michigan,

you get it. Michigan has two peninsulas and one bridge that connects them.
If you grew up on the lower peninsula under the Mackinac Bridge, you're a
“troll.” If you grew up above it, youre a “yooper.” Two peninsulas. One bridge.
And a whole lot of opinions about which one is better.

I grew up in a small town in the northern part of the lower peninsula of
Michigan. And if you've ever lived in a small town, you know this: It’s hard
to hide. Everyone knows everyone. They know your family. They know your
story. They know your business—sometimes before you do. It’s a gift, and
sometimes, it’s a challenge. My town is so small it’s technically a village.

I want to invite you to step into another small village. Nazareth. Nazareth
is in the northern region of Israel. It wasn’t fancy. It wasn’t famous. It had
anywhere from two hundred to five hundred people. Later in Scripture,
someone would ask: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46).!
It didn’t have a great reputation.? But God chose this town from which to
reach down from heaven and invite a young woman to join Him in changing
the world.

She didn’t ask for it. She didn’t plan for it. She didn’t see it coming. One
of the most well-known women in history, Mary, was from this tiny, relatively
unknown village, Nazareth.

Mary was likely a young teenage girl, who was twelve to fifteen years
old,’ living in a tight-knit community where life followed familiar rhythms.
She helped to care for her family. She was gaining the skills she would need
to manage her own household one day. Drawing water. Preparing food.

Gardening. Running errands. Walking the same roads day after day.
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