Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience—Additional Resources
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ALMOST CHRISTMAS WORSHIP RESOURCES:
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

Lighting of the Christ Candle

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.

(John 1:1-5 NRSV)

We light the Christ candle to reveal that our Advent waiting is almost complete.
Our altogether peace, hope, love, and joy rest in the trust of God’s promised
Messiah, the child wrapped in swaddling clothes whom angels announce,

shepherds celebrate, the wise worship, and the meek treasure.

Prayer

Gracious God, whose Word became flesh, we give you thanks for Emmanuel, the
prince of peace, the hope of all nations, the eternal love from generation to generation,
and the joy of your steadfast presence. Grant us the patience and fortitude to live

into the light that knows neither absence nor end. In the name of Christ, our Savior,

Amen.

Hymn Suggestions

e “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
(The United Methodist Hymnal, 220)

o “Christ Is the World’s Light”
(The United Methodist Hymnal, 188)
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