Letter #1: Dated Monday, three weeks before Consecration Sunday

Monday, _____________ (three weeks before Consecration Sunday): Print letter #1 below on church stationery and mail to all members and regular attendees; in other words, everyone who actively participates in your congregation. Stick with the letter’s basic outline. Change only the information needed to personalize it for your congregation. Change example: A large church with multiple services may decide to modify the Celebration Luncheons procedures based on the options listed on page 31 of the Consecration Sunday Program Guide or Team Member Manual.

Note: Copyright permission is granted to use only in your congregation. Warning: Do not change words, add sentences, or delete sentences! Alterations risk damaging final results (significant increases in financial giving and the spiritual growth of donors).
Due to the high cost of postage, as well as the fact that some less-than-active members will lay aside a letter, some congregations may find it necessary to use email as their medium of communication. However, if there are some members for whom you do not have an email address, be sure they get a letter.  Also, to increase the number of emails that are read, please insert “Important email from your church: PLEASE open and read immediately.”
Letter #1
_____________ [Dated Monday, three weeks before Consecration Sunday]

Dear Members and Friends of _____________ Church:
Sunday, __________, is our congregation’s Consecration Sunday. I urge you to plan now to attend the two important events: Sunday morning worship and the Celebration Luncheon immediately following worship that same day (a catered meal, not a potluck dinner).

This spiritual-growth-oriented process is designed to enrich our biblical understanding of Christian stewardship. Rather than focusing on the need of the church to receive, the experience concentrates on the need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual development.

We believe that you are concerned enough to attend on Consecration Sunday and make your financial commitment as an act of worship in the church sanctuary.

No one will call on you at your home for a pledge. But we will contact you personally to secure your commitment to attend morning worship on Consecration Sunday and the Celebration Luncheon immediately after worship.

Cordially,
Governing Board Chairperson
