Letter #2: Dated Monday, two weeks before Consecration Sunday

Monday, _____________ (two weeks before Consecration Sunday): Print letter #2 below on church stationery and mail to church governing board members, committee chairpersons, ministry team chairpersons, Consecration Sunday team members, church staff, and the spouses of these groups. Stick with the letter’s basic outline. Change only the information needed to personalize it for your congregation. If possible, schedule this church leader dinner on the Sunday evening prior to Consecration Sunday. If that is not possible, schedule it no later than Monday evening. 
Options: Some churches make this dinner complimentary and consider it one of the Consecration Sunday expenses. However, many churches ask each of the governing board members, committee chairpersons, ministry team chairpersons, church staff, and Consecration Sunday team members and the spouses of all these groups to pay for this dinner. The Consecration Sunday team makes this decision at its orientation session six weeks or more prior to Consecration Sunday.

Note: Copyright permission is granted to use only in your congregation. Warning: Do not change words, add sentences, or delete sentences! Alterations risk damaging final results (significant increases in financial giving and the spiritual growth of donors).

This letter may be sent as an email. However, if you choose to use email, please include a note in the subject line like, “Important email from your church: PLEASE open and read immediately.”

Letter #2

___________ [Dated Monday, two weeks before Consecration Sunday]
To: Church Governing Board Members, Committee/Ministry Chairpersons, Consecration Sunday Team Members, church staff, and the spouses of these groups. [List the names in a vertical column and on each letter place a red check mark by the name of the person to whom the letter is addressed.]
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I need your help in order to give our Consecration Sunday maximum spiritual impact among our congregation’s members. We are not going to ask you to call in homes to obtain pledges from people, but your assistance in other ways is essential.

We are asking you to attend a dinner at ___ p.m., _____________, [Sunday, or Monday of the week prior to Consecration Sunday], at _______________ [a local restaurant—not at the church]. ______________ [guest leader name] will bring a brief message regarding the spiritual-growth dimensions of stewardship in preparation for our Consecration Sunday.
Your attendance at this meal will strengthen the effectiveness of our stewardship emphasis and, thereby, our congregation’s mission and ministry results for the coming year.

Sincerely,
Consecration Sunday Chairperson
