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SESSION 2: “GO AND WASH”

Day 2: Three Stories
One of the tricky things about reading the Gospel is keeping in mind that there are always three stories going on. The first story rises from the words on the page. It is the story we take at face value: Jesus teaching, healing, dying, and rising; the disciples not quite getting it but following anyway; the opponents maneuvering Jesus toward his death; and God animating all this action through breathing human life into God’s son.

The third story (I’ll get to the second in a moment) is our story, the story of we who are reading the words of the Gospel. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the Gospel remains fresh and relevant for each successive generation and for each individual who encounters it. The final verse of our unusual Gospel speaks to this third story: “Jesus did many other things as well. If all of them were recorded, I imagine the world itself wouldn’t have enough room for the scrolls that would be written” (John 21:25). We are the scrolls that are being written. The story of the Gospel continues in us.

This brings us to the second story, which is a blend of the first and the third. The second story is the story of the people who wrote the Gospel down. You may wonder why it took people so long (forty to sixty years!) to write down the Gospel. But this wondering injects a modern presumption onto the ancient world. We live in a visual culture, but Jesus and his followers grew up in an oral one. It makes sense that his story would be told by word of mouth and only written down when the first generation of followers was beginning to die off.

And so what we get in the second story are glimpses of the lives of the people living near the end of the first century: after the temple was destroyed, after the initial idea that Jesus was returning immediately had begun to fade, and during the slow break between Christianity and Judaism. In our passage for this session, we see clearly the mix  of emotions – fear, sadness, anger, longing – that new Christians felt in breaking from their Jewish brethren. Go back and read the remainder of Chapter 9 from this vantage point and see if you can discern this second story. And then reflect on your own walk with Christ, which is the third.
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