[image: ] SESSION 3: “COME OUT OF THE TOMB”

Day 4: Ignatian Meditation – The Letter (part 2)
(Lazarus’s letter continues…)

I had sensed this—in the roving eyes of some in the crowd, in that growing sense of foreboding in my gut—but hearing it from Jesus’ own mouth made it real. I hadn’t named the fear I was feeling. I had feigned innocence, hoping that ignoring reality would change it. But Jesus’ words set reality in front of my eyes, and I could not turn away.

Will I die tomorrow? Will I be stoned in a public square or dispatched by an assassin’s blade? Will there be blood? Will it hurt? My sisters, I know you are reading this after I’m gone, so these thoughts seem wild and misplaced in such a letter. But I beg you: keep reading, for I have not said all.

He kept his eyes on me as I took in his words. I didn’t know whether to hit him or weep on his shoulder. I felt faint. I looked around for something solid to lean on. The walls and table looked flimsy somehow. I reached out and steadied myself on his arm. Finally, words came. “Why did you restore my life if I’m going to be murdered weeks later?”

“Lazarus,” he said, “I wish I could spare you the prying eyes that have hounded you since that day. I wish I could spare you the pain that may be ahead of you. I cannot. But I can tell you this…”

Dear sisters, coming from any other person, what he said next would have rung pitifully hollow, but the light in Jesus’ eyes held the promise that his words are truth. “I came that you may have life,” he said, “and have it in abundance. This life that I give, beloved, is more than just your ability to move or think or breathe. This life includes those things, just as it includes pain and grief. But ever so much more, it includes those wonderful gifts from God that reach into eternity: love and joy and fullness. You are mine, and I have taught you how to love others as I love you. You are mine, and I make your joy complete. You are mine, and I offer you fullness of life.”

(…to be continued.)
	Copyright © 2014 by Abingdon Press 
All rights reserved.


image1.jpeg
suCae UNUSUAL
s HEALINGS

ADAM THOMA





