[image: ]
SESSION 3: “COME OUT OF THE TOMB”

Day 1: Divine Unreasonableness
Practicality often gets in the way of noticing the glory of God. Notice Martha’s practicality right before Jesus raises her brother:  “Lord, the smell will be awful!” With unpolished directness, her practical side asserts itself and comments on the absurdity of the scene that’s taking place. 

Before coming to the tomb, Martha was ready to believe everything that Jesus said to her. But, now, the practical notion that the dead body of Lazarus smells is so much more palpable than the rather dodgy notion that Jesus can possibly bring him back to life.

But Jesus trumps her reasonableness with a helping of delightful divine unreasonableness, which recalls some of Paul’s words: “The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom” (1 Corinthians 1:25). When Jesus calls for the stone to be rolled away, the olfactory practicality of human decomposition is insignificant compared to the divine impracticality of raising someone from the dead.

Belief in God is impractical because it can’t be seen or touched or bought or sold.  However, when God integrates belief into our practical lives, we notice the incompleteness of a life full of practicalities. The impracticality of putting my faith in an impalpable being infuses all parts of my practical life. Martha’s probably right in the end: when Lazarus comes out of the tomb, I doubt he smells like one of those little trees you put on your rearview mirror. But he comes out all the same.

This week I invite you to notice if and how your tendency toward practicality is limiting your ability to follow Jesus Christ. How does it affect your reception of the gifts God is giving you? What is keeping you from embracing a helping of delightful divine unreasonableness?
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