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SESSION 3: “I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD”

Day 5: Ignatian Meditation – The Interview (part 2)
(The interviewer speaks with another listener…)

Q:	So this Jesus, does he have a demon or not?

A:	A demon? Certainly not. Have you ever seen a demonic possession? Those poor souls are far from their right minds. I’ve seen them fall to the ground and shake uncontrollably. I’ve seen them throw themselves into the cooking fire, blabber incoherently, nearly bite their own tongues off.

Q:	So why do you think others say Jesus has a demon?

A: 	It’s easier that way, isn’t it? If he’s possessed then nothing he says carries weight. He’s a sideshow. But if not, then you have to ask yourself – what if it’s all true?

Q:	And you think it is?

A:	All I know is that I watched him spit and put mud on that man’s eyes. And now the man can see. It’s like when I watched Jesus heal that man, I regained my sight, as well – not my eyesight, but the ability to see deeper into things, to see reality unfolding in front of me, true reality. I watch Jesus act and hear his words, and I know he has been touched by God.

Q:	And yet he has violated the Sabbath laws, gotten into fights with honorable officials, and speaks what could easily be termed blasphemy. How do you reconcile that?

A:	All I can say is that for me, Jesus has changed my outlook. Yes, he violated the Sabbath law, but in doing so, he deepened the meaning of the Sabbath. Yes, he verbally sparred with people, but anyone would if they were under attack all the time. 

Q:	And what about the charge of blasphemy?

A:	It’s only blasphemy if it isn’t true.

Q:	You sound really taken by him.

A:	And what about you? You’re the one sniffing around the edges of this whole situation. Have you ever talked to Jesus yourself?

Q:	Not yet.

A:	Why not?

Q:	Off the record…to tell you the truth, I’m a little intimidated. He’s either a Messiah or a madman and both frighten me.

A:	I’ve been following him for a long while now, and if there’s one thing I can tell you, it’s that he’s not mad.

Q:	And what if he’s just lying?

A:	If he is, then he’s the best actor of all time. No, his words – I don’t know how to put this – they smell true.

Q:	So if he’s not mad and he’s not a liar…

A:	Then he must be telling the truth.
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