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SESSION 2: “I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD”

Day 1: The Search for Light
In our session yesterday, we surveyed several verses from the Gospel according to John that have to do with the images of light and darkness or day and night. The thread of this imagery runs throughout our unusual Gospel, making appearances in nearly every chapter in some form or another. Sometimes these appearances are blatant: Jesus actually uses the imagery in dialogue several times. Other times, these appearances are subtler: the narrator setting a scene during a particular time of day, for example.

I invite you this week to take a jaunt through our unusual Gospel looking for both the blatant and subtle ways John weaves the light/dark and day/night imagery throughout the text. How does each example illuminate (pardon the pun) the larger message of the Gospel? What was one place you found that surprised you? If you’d like a larger challenge, expand your search to the rest of the New Testament or the entire Bible. How do light and dark play into the greater story of God and God’s people? How do these other examples shed light (another pun…sorry) on Jesus naming himself “the light of the world?”

If that’s not a big enough challenge, here’s one more: out and about in your daily life, take a few moments to notice your reaction to the actual (rather than the literary) reality of light and dark. What does your reaction teach you about the light of the world?
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