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SESSION 4: “I AM THE VINE”

Day 3: Our Home
Yesterday, we looked at the foundation of all life-affirming relationships, which is the truth of God’s relationship with God. This foundation before the concept of “beginning.” Today, let’s invite ourselves into that equation, which means we’ll start with “In the beginning.” God breathed the wind of God’s Holy Spirit over the face of the deep. God spoke the Word of God, through which all creation came into being. The Trinity, still loving itself into eternally perfect relationship, created the heavens and the earth, thus generating an “other” to bring into that loving relationship, the home that is God. This Creation is not God because God made it. However, since God loves this little universe of God’s making, God continues to move around and throughout and within it. Truly, God loved this little universe so much, that God the loving parent gave to Creation God’s beloved child. Through him, God showed us the way home. Indeed, each member of the Trinity moves in our lives, a family perfectly unified as One: as One who yearns to bring us back home.

Far from being some obscure, antiquated doctrine, the Trinity permeates existence today as it always has. The Trinity loves itself into eternally perfect relationship, which makes forming loving relationships in our own lives the best way to glorify God. When we come together in loving community to worship God, we participate in the life of the Trinity. When we share the love of Christ, we find our home in the Trinity. When we go out into the world in the power of the Holy Spirit to love and serve God in those we meet, we invite others into the home that is the Trinity. 

At the end of one my favorite films, the space western Serenity, the captain of the small spacecraft finds young River sitting in the copilot’s chair, while rain lashes the cockpit’s windows. “But [flyin’] ain’t all buttons and charts,” Malcolm Reynolds tells River. “You know what the first rule of flyin’ is? …Love. You can learn all the math in the ‘Verse, but you take a boat in the air that you don’t love, she’ll shake you off just as sure as a turn in the worlds. Love keeps her in the air when she oughta fall down, tells ya she’s hurtin’ ‘fore she keens. Makes her a home.”

The majesty of the Trinity is that God is a perfect home unto God. And God invites us and everyone and all Creation into that home. What makes God a home for us? Love.
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