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SESSION 4: “I AM THE VINE”

Day 2: God’s Home
In the video two days ago, I made a big deal out the truth that God is always in the business of remaining in life-sustaining relationships. I believe this truth because I believe in God as revealed as the Trinity. Here’s what I mean:

In the First Letter of John, the writer makes the sweeping statement: “God is love” (4:8). Now let’s imagine God’s situation before the first verse of our unusual Gospel: “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God” (John 1:1). I know it’s strange to think of “before the beginning, but bear with me. 

If nothing besides God existed before the beginning, how did this love manifest? If there was no Creation to fill the role of the Beloved, then how could God be “love?” At first the answer seems rather narcissistic: if there was nothing else to love, then God loved God. But we can’t stop there because true love always manifests as a relationship. In our futile attempt to find the right word to name God, we latch on to relational language and call God “Father.” This sets up one side of a loving relationship, that of parent to child.

But the relationship is incomplete without that second person. And so we also call God “Son” to acknowledge the complete relationship between loving parent and beloved child. In Chapter 17 of our unusual Gospel, Jesus says that God “loved me before the creation of the world” (17:24). This love between parent and child is so palpable that the love itself is the third member of the Trinity, which we experience as the Holy Spirit. Indeed, Paul tells the church in Rome that the “love of God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us” (Romans 5:5).

So this loving relationship between parent and child existed before anything else, including the concept of “before.” Nothing existed that could substitute for or diminish the relationship. The love was pure, perfect, unsullied by deficiencies such as lust or anger or apathy or dominance. In fact, the perfection of the relationship meant that, while there was a Trinity of persons, a Unity of being was the ultimate reality. This Unity of being was the home in which the three persons dwelt: the Parent, the Child, and the Love between them.
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