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Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience—Additional Resources

ALMOST CHRISTMAS WORSHIP RESOURCES:  
AN ALTOGETHER HOPE

Lighting of the Candle of Hope

May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ be blessed! On account of his vast 
mercy, he has given us new birth. You have been born anew into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

(1 Peter 1:3)

As we light the candle of hope, we not only look to our own bright future

but also seek the well-being of our neighbors and even our enemies,

bearing witness to a living hope

that the One who lifts us up has come to redeem and restore all the world.

Prayer

Gracious God, you are the source of our hope 

and the One we hope for.

May the hope we find in you surround us and lift us, driving out fear and inspiring us 
to love.

And may this lively hope lead us into new birth through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymn Suggestions

•	 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  

(The United Methodist Hymnal, 196)

•	 “Come, Holy Ghost, Our Hearts Inspire”  

(The United Methodist Hymnal, 603)


