Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience—Additional Resources
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ALMOST CHRISTMAS WORSHIP RESOURCES:
AN ALTOGETHERJOY

Lighting of the Candle of Joy
O LoRrD my God, I cried to you for help,

and you have healed me.
O LORD, you brought up my soul from Sheol,
restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. . . .

Weeping may linger for the night,
but joy comes with the morning.

(Psalm 30:2-3, Sb NRSV’)

We light the candle of joy as a reminder that
whether we climb the highest heavens,

or make our bed in the pit of despair,

God is with us.

Prayer

Gracious God, our hearts leap for joy knowing that you,
though almighty and everlasting,

will soon be born as a humble baby,

revealing to us the depths of your love for all of creation.
By your Spirit, give us the courage to share

the everlasting joy of your messiah. Amen.

Hymn Suggestions

e “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”
(The United Methodist Hymnal, 240)

e “Glory Be to God on High”
(https://hymnary.org/text/glory_be_to_god_on_high_and_peace_on)

Copyright © 2019 Abingdon Press. All rights reserved.




